Democracy is often a word you associate with America. However, it seems that it won’t be the case for long. Americans are becoming more and more out of touch with the world and their government.  Clearly it’s easier to have someone do all the work for us but in doing so we are stripped from our rights which were once given to us by people who fought for them.


One of the rights that are often taken for granted today is the right to vote. If you don’t vote it’s not a democracy. Less and less people exercise their right to vote every year for various reasons. It is causing Americans to be more and more unaware of the world around them. Some things that most Americans are unaware of are the limitation of the rights given to us by the constitution.  Since 9/11, if you are suspected of terrorism you can go to jail without ever having a trial. American or not, guilty or not.


As Bush has recently exercised on the 17th, last year Congress gave Bush the ability to declare war without congress consent. He has declared war with his own nation against him, the UN, and most of the world against him causing many congressmen to regret their decision democrat and republican alike. 


A beginning to the solution of this problem that is infecting the nation is analyzing the statistics, the excuses and what problems are as a result of the matter.


A small percentage of Americans are voting today it seems it has become less important over the years to get out and vote as soon as possible. In older times voting was a great privilege and people would do their best to vote which may be the reason that older citizens have a higher voting and registration percentage. In the following statistics, compiled by the US Census Bureau will show a growing pattern of voters as the age advances. Citizens from ages 18 to 24, 32.3% voted whereas citizens from ages 25 to 34, 43.7% voted. Citizens from ages 35 to 44, 55% voted; 55 to 64, 66.8% voted; 65+, 69.9 voted. Even in the older ages, the percentage is still under 70%. About 275 million people live in the United States, 30% not voting is still 82.5 million people not voting. During my research I took a poll and asked people over and under 18 if they planned on voting. What I expected was just a regular poll and simple statistics but what I got was much greater than the numbers from any poll. A majority of the people I asked did not even bother to answer the poll, it seems they vote so little they can’t even vote on a poll about voting which is shocking to find out about a nation so full of pride. Many people put stickers on their cars, hang flags outside their doors and sing the national anthem but so little actually vote.

If you take so much pride in your nation, why wouldn’t you contribute to choosing your nations elected officials? Well the Census has gathered a fair amount of information for me concerning the subject. 18,724 people were asked why they did not vote, the results were 14.8% did not vote because they or someone they knew was ill or had a disability. 10.2% were out of town or away from home. 4% forgot to vote or forgot to send in an absentee ballot. 12.2% weren’t interested or felt their vote didn’t count.  20.9% were simply too busy to vote.  2.4% had transportation problems. 7.7% didn’t like the candidates or campaign issues. 6.9% had registration problems.  0.6% were not able to vote due to bad weather. 2.6% felt that the polling place and hours were convenient or the lines were too long.  10.2% had their own various reasons for not voting and 7.5% refused to vote. While some of these may be valid reasons it should not stop the citizen from not trying their hardest to vote. If you’re away from home, out of town, have a disability or voting at polls conflicts with your religious beliefs you can apply for an absentee ballot. 

If you are on a soccer team, it’s important to know how to play soccer and when the games and practices are, isn’t it? So if you’re a soccer player and the United States is the soccer team, shouldn’t you contribute to the team? Voting is clearly one of the best ways to exercise your rights as a citizen and contribute to your nation. Many Americans are unaware of the world happening around them, if you don’t pay close enough attention, you’re likely to be a victim of propaganda. In Iraq, there are paintings of their president everywhere you go, everytime you look around the corner, you’ll see him on a wall, on a billboard or on a poster. However, in Iraq you’re forced into propaganda, there is nothing else to turn to for information. In America there is propaganda, just like everywhere else though some people like to think there is not. It requires effort to be well informed, not much effort. All you have to do is turn on the news once in a while, look up a candidate, go on the internet, ask a civics teacher, they should know. 

A few examples of what people are unaware of are the constantly sinking economy. At the beginning of the Clinton Administration, the national surplus or deficit was –$185 billion and at the end it was +$99 billion. The deficit since the Bush administration in 2002 is -$153 billion and an estimated $200 billion to $400 billion is estimated to be spent on the war with Iraq. In another attempt at research I asked peers who was responsible for 9/11. Many replied that Iraq was. It seems obvious to some that it was Al Quida who are from Afghanistan and Bin Laden who were responsible but with the anti-Iraq propaganda it seems to be easily confused. On the WCCO 4 news they interviewed people across the US and when asked many could not tell the reporter who the president of Iraq is. When asked who the president of Iraq was one teen replied, “Sadamma Bin Laden”.


Though many people don’t believe their vote doesn’t count, it absolutely does. In the 2000 election the race was so close the vote could have been the opposite by just a couple hundred votes. There are many campaigns around encouraging younger people to vote such as MTV’s “Rock the Vote”. And though some people may be unclear as to how to register, it’s very simple.  One may register if they are 18 years of age, a US citizen, a Minnesota resident for at least 20 days prior to the election, not convicted of a felon without your civil rights, not under guardianship of the person and not legally incompetent. To register you must fill out a voter registration card and return it in person or by mail to your county auditor or the secretary of state. You can receive a voter registration form from country courthouses, city halls and other public buildings throughout the state. You may also register to vote when you apply for or renew your Minnesota driver's license or state identification card. You may also register on the election day at the place of voting but you must carry with you one of the following; A current, valid Minnesota Driver's License, learner's permit or identification card (or receipt for a new one) containing your address in the precinct a "Notice of Late Registration" card mailed to you by your county auditor (if you turned in a registration card late), someone who is registered in the precinct where you live to vouch for your residence, valid registration at another address in the same precinct a Minnesota driver's license, US passport, US military identification card or student identification card that includes your name and photo AND an original bill for water, sewer, gas, electric, phone, solid waste or cable television services that includes your name and current address in the precinct and has a due date within 30 days of election day. 
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